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Quick Facts about NSHSS

• Distinguished, academic honor society

• Recognizes and connects the highest-achieving young diverse scholars

• Our mission is to honor academic achievement and provide scholarships.
• Established in 2002 by Claes Nobel, a member of the family that established 

the Nobel Prizes

• Over 1.7 million members across 170 countries in 26,000 high schools

• Lifetime membership (high school, college, and beyond). One-time fee.

• More than 2 million dollars in scholarships awarded annually through 
NSHSS and our partners

• World class university, corporate, educational and government partners 
providing  opportunities for diverse students

• More than 40,000 Educators of Distinction
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Why NSHSS?

• Recognition. Be recognized for your 
hard work and academic success

• Leadership. Improve your 
management, communication and 
marketing skills – become a chapter 
officer

• Networking. Meet like-minded 
students and advisors who will make 
an impact on your future

• Teamwork. Build a strong, 
collaborative, and motivated team

• Impact. Make a difference in your 
school and/or community through 
activities and events
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Why NSHSS?

• Scholarships
• Webinars
• Events
• College and Career Fairs
• Internships
• Study Abroad Opportunities
• US + International University Exposure
• Discounts on College Prep Services
• More!
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How to Find and Win 
Scholarship Dollars

• The Basics

• How to plan your overall scholarship strategy

• Tips for making your applications stand out

• Common myths about scholarships

• NSHSS Scholarship Specifics

• Resources
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Loans, Scholarships, and 
Grants…Oh My!

Scholarships:
• Repayment is 

not required
• Can be need 

based, merit 
based or both

• Local or 
national

• Renewable or 
one time

Grants:
• Repayment is not

required
• Often require 

financial
qualifications to be 
met in order to 
apply

• Federal Grants 
require the FAFSA

Loans:
• Repayment is 

required
• Federal 

Government 
Loans: Fill out the 
FAFSA beginning 
October 1

• Private Loans
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When Should Seniors Apply?

Apply Early and Often! 
• Biggest mistake students make is not applying
• Scholarships open and close throughout the year
• Check out the NSHSS Your First Scholarship to get started

Fall of Senior Year and Each Year of College
• Research and plan
• Fill out the FAFSA beginning October 1

Spring of Senior Year
• Apply to your best match scholarships

Ongoing During College Years
• Continue to look for good fit opportunities
• Keep NSHSS email up-to-date so you hear of college eligible scholarships
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Overcoming Barriers
• The time commitment is real, but it doesn’t have to be a daunting and 

futile task.
• You are worthy!
• There are scholarships for every kind of student.

Overcoming Barriers
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Scholarship Myths

Myth: ”My grades aren’t good enough to win a scholarship.”
Fact: There are scholarships out there for almost every type of student.

Myth: You have to be a high school senior to earn a scholarship.
Fact: NSHSS offers scholarships for college students too.

Myth: ”I’ve applied for a scholarship; shouldn’t I find out if I won right 
away?
Fact: It can take six to eight weeks from the application close date for the 
review committee to complete their evaluations and select the recipients.
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Applying for One Scholarship, 
Makes the Next One Easier

• Assemble the materials
• Communicate with your 

recommenders
• Check out NSHSS Your 

First Scholarship

.

Need Help Getting Started?
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Knowing What Opportunities 
Are Worth the Time

• Is it a good fit?
• Local, smaller dollar amounts 

can be less competitive—and 
add up!

• Big money $cholarships—apply, 
but be realistic about chances

• No essay offers with random 
winners—like playing the lottery

• Sound too good to be true?

Is it Worth My Time?
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• Start Local – HS counselors, community orgs
• Search Engines
• Fastweb
• Scholarship Owl
• Scholarships.com
• NSHSS.org/scholarships

.

How to Find Scholarships
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NSHSS Scholarships

NSHSS, the NSHSS Foundation, and our partners offer more than $2,000,000 
in scholarships annually. All students may apply for high school and college 
scholarships in the areas of:

• Academic Excellence
• Entrepreneurship
• Leadership
• Literature
• Medicine
• Music
• STEM/STEAM
• Sustainability
• Visual Arts
• And More!
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• Claes Nobel Future Female Leader Scholarship
• Virtual Valedictorian Scholarship
• James W. Lewis Global HS Leader Scholarship
• Your First Scholarship
• STEAM Scholarship
• NSHSS Foundation Earth Day Awards
• Creative Writing, Visual & Performing Arts, Music, Film/Video
• Student-Athlete Scholarship

Examples of NSHSS Scholarships 
for High School Seniors

Visit nshss.org/scholarships
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Examples of NSHSS Scholarships 
for HS Seniors & College Students

Visit nshss.org/scholarships

• Mental Health Awareness 
• Activism & Advocacy Scholarship
• Innovation in Technology Scholarship
• James W. Lewis Global Collegiate Leader
• Notorious RBG Scholarship
• NSHSS Collegiate Council Scholarship
• Community College or Trade School Scholarship
• John Lewis Good Trouble Scholarship
• Be More Fund
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• Eligibility Criteria
• Profile Info
• Personal Statement
• Letter of Recommendation
• Resume
• Transcript
• Headshot
• Optional Uploads (video, photos, etc.)
• Signature/Permissions

.

Anatomy of a Scholarship
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Preparing Your Essay
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Preparing Your Essay
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Preparing Your Essay
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Letters of Recommendation

• Find an educator with whom you can discuss your extracurricular 
activities, college aspirations, other classes, etc.

• Provide your recommender with all of the information they will need 
to prepare and submit your recommendation.

• Read the application requirements carefully – an application may 
have a limit of one recommendation, may allow more than one, or 
may require more than one.

• Make sure to give your educator friendly reminders weeks before 
your scholarship deadline.

• Give thanks! Surprise them with a hand-written thank you card (not 
an email or social media post!).

• Maintain communication.
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Letters of Recommendation

• Ask for a recommendation at the last minute.
• List someone as a recommender or reference without their 

knowledge.
• Skimp on the information they need to prepare and submit the 

recommendation.
• Take it personally if the educator is not able to prepare a 

recommendation for you.
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Preparing Your Resume

Create a list of all your accomplishments starting with the most recent ones. 
Try to keep your resume to one page.

Contact Information

Academics

Leadership Activities

Extra-Curricular Activities

Community Service

References
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Preparing Your Resume

Greyson Hoye
Collegiate Council Executive Vice President
NSHSS Di Yerbury International Scholar winner

"We all are the sum of our experiences." 
Greyson recommends adding unique skills and experiences to your 
resume to make it personal and unique.

Check out Greyson's blog post to read about his other tips for a 
successful scholarship application: "What Your Application Needs 
to Earn That NSHSS Scholarship"

https://www.nshss.org/blog/successful-scholarship-application-by-greyson-hoye/
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What Makes a Scholarship 
Application Stand Out?

• Read and Reread the Instructions: Applications that don’t answer 
the specific questions and prompts asked are not considered as 
strongly as those that do.

• Be Authentic: This is your opportunity to showcase who you are, 
what your accomplishments are, and what qualifies you for the 
scholarship you are applying for. Make sure your resume leaves no 
detail uncovered, that your essay is a true reflection of you.

• Be Thorough: Double-check and triple-check your applications for 
deadlines, proofread for any grammatical errors, and be sure your 
application is complete. Often, applications can be turned down for 
poor grammar, short responses to prompts, and incomplete sections.
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What Makes a Scholarship 
Application Stand Out?

• Optional?: If something on the application is optional, it is best to 
supply some material, if possible, to give you an edge.

• Pay Attention to Deadlines: Don’t leave it all to the last minute. 
Give your recommenders plenty of advance notice.

• Get to Know Your Recommenders Well: Are your letters of 
recommendation tailored to the scholarship or are they more general? 

• Leave a Lasting Impression: Does your essay response tell a 
story? This is your opportunity to be personal and creative, so we can’t 
stop thinking about your application!
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Advice from 
Scholarship Winners
1. Spreadsheets help
2. Create folders with 

essay topic drafts

.

“Like most things in life, being organized 
makes everything easier. Using spreadsheets 
is an easy way to stay organized and will 
certainly be your best friend when it comes to 
keeping track of deadlines, what you’ve 
applied for, and the status of your application. 
We’re also big fans of color coding! When it 
comes to scholarships, spreadsheets really 
are your best friend.”

Staying Organized
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Samantha Leach
Claes Nobel Academic 
Excellence Scholarship
Academic Magnet High 

School, South Carolina

Clemson University, 

Class of 2023

Staying Organized
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Rishibrata Beruk
Academic Paper Award
Calvert Hall College High School, Maryland

Johns Hopkins University, Class of 2023

Don’t Start from Scratch, Recycle!
“Instead of starting from scratch, take an essay you used for 
another application and make tweaks to it to fit to the new 
scholarship application. This saves time, but still allows you to 
customize your essay. Again, staying organized is key here! 
Color code used essays or title them with the scholarship 
name—whatever allows you to stay organized.”

Staying Organized
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Resources

• NSHSS Scholarship Pages
• NSHSS Blog

• Scholarship Tips from Scholarship Recipients
• NSHSS Newsletters

Make sure we have your up-to-date email address
• Search Engines

Google, Fastweb, Cappex, and others
• NSPA Members

Members of the National Scholarship Providers Association are all 
reputable sources of scholarship funds.

• NSHSS Partners
Shout out to our partners who are excellent resources for scholarships, 
leadership opportunities, and more.

https://www.nshss.org/blog/scholarship-tips-from-scholarships-recipients/
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You’ve Got This!
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Contact Us at:

Karen Kane
Director, Scholarships & Communications
National Society of High School Scholars
o: (404) 235-5500 ext. 532
www.nshss.org

Joya Moore
Scholarships Manager

National Society of High School Scholars
o: (404) 235-5500, Ext. 578

www.nshss.org

scholarships@nshss.org

http://www.nshss.org/
http://www.nshss.org/
mailto:scholarships@nshss.org
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